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REACHING OUT 
a monthly publication of 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
18630 SE Division Street, Gresham, OR 97030-5141 

503.665.5775 
Office hours:  Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.covpresbypdx.org 
 

Please join us on Sunday for 
Adult Church School at 9:15 a.m. 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 

We’re happy to send “Reaching Out” to all who wish to receive it by: 
a) a printed copy via U.S. Mail – send a note to the office; or 

b) an E-Mail edition – send your current e-mail address to covpresby@frontier.com 
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June 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

* * * 

1 
Book Club 
– 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

2 
Communion  

 

SnowCap 
Update 

 -11:45 a.m. 

3 
 

 

4 
 

 

5 
 

6 
 

 
 

7 
 
 
 

* * * 

8 
Choir Practice 

– 10:00 -11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

9 
Deacons 

– 9:00 a.m. 
 

Choir and Graduate 
Pentecost Worship 

 
Session 

– 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

10 
 

 

11 
Mission 

Committee 
10:00 am -  

 

12 
 

 

13 
 

 

14 
Birthday Club 
– 11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

* * * 

15 
Men’s Breakfast 

– 8:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

16 
Father’s Day 

 
 

17 
 

 

18 
Bible Study 

10:00 
 

 

19 
 

20 
Handmade 
With Love 
 – 10 am 

21 
 

* * * 

22 
 

 

23 
Worship 

Committee 
- Following 

worship 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
* * * 

29 

30       

* * * = The church office will be closed.  Events in bold have articles in this newsletter 
 

Scripture for Sunday Worship and Adult Bible Class 
  
June 2 
Acts 16:16-34 
Revelation 22:12-13, 
16-17 
John 17:13-26 

June 9 
Acts 2:1-21 
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:15-27) 

June 16 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 15:1-11 

June 23 
1 Kings 19:1-15a  
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

June 30 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Galatians 5:1,  
13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 
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Servers 

 
Dear Covenant Family, 
 
“They were the best of times. They were the worst of times!”  (Is that how the line goes?)  As your Pastor Nominating Committee 
moves forward so efficiently, we are filled with excitement about a permanent pastor on the horizon, but personally, I'm beginning 
already to miss you all and wondering about what my future will hold. I hope to work for another 19 months before I start drawing on 
my wonderful pension and there are some options out there, but who knows?  So there are lots of prayers being lifted these days for 
your PNC, the congregation, and for a nice little church I can serve for a bit. 
 
Meanwhile, back on the farm...  Lots to look forward to before the actual transition takes place.  There will be another congregational 
gathering to share the upcoming back property lease details with SnowCap on Sunday, June 2nd, after worship. Printed reports of 
our last gathering are also available at the church and were mailed to members not often in worship and emailed out to our entire 
email list. If you still need a copy, let me know. 
 
Also, Rev. Tom Young from Cherry Park is retiring. A grand celebration is planned and Covenant folks are invited. The party is at 
Cherry Park on Saturday, June 29th at 4:30 pm.  A light meal will be served. Please RSVP by letting me know you plan to go or by 
calling Joyce Botsch at 503-665-3977. Tom's last Sunday at Cherry Park is June 30th. 
 
After worship on Sunday, June 9th, our lovely and talented choir will begin their much-deserved summer break. Our first "season" 
under the fine direction of our teacher, director, and friend, David Wimett has been a wild success. We've been stretched and 
encouraged and prodded so lovingly. I'm sure the congregation has been blessed by the music as well. Thank you to: Annette, Capi, 
Evelyn, Kathleen, Kathy, Marsha, Paula, Sarah, Shirley, Sunny, our faithful leader, David and our dedicated accompanist, Crystal!   
 
Loving you all, 
Pastor Barbara 
 
  

  June 2  June 9  June 16  June 23  June 30 
           

Liturgist  Joyce Miller  Carol Broyles       

           

Usher(s)      .      

           

Fellowship 
Host(s)  

First Sunday 
Fellowship Time 

Hosts 
 

Second Sunday 
Fellowship Time 

Hosts 
 

Third Sunday 
Fellowship 
Time Hosts 

 
Fourth Sunday 

Fellowship 
Time Hosts 

 
Fifth Sunday 
Fellowship 

Potluck 
           

Flower 
Provider(s)  Stautz    .       
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Changes in Worship – Rev. Barbara Campbell 
 
I will probably go down in history as the Transitional Minister who changed the most things at Covenant. In Transitional Ministries 
Trainings they actually tell us that a transitional period is a good time to get a congregation used to changes because a new pastor 
will definitely do things differently. But that’s really not the only or most important reason for making changes. Your next pastor may 
do things the same for a while, then make a few or many changes in consultation with the Worship Committee, or make no changes 
for a long time.  
 
During the summer months the newsletter will include some of the changes made (sometimes in consultation with Session or 
others) during my time as your Transitional Pastor and a brief explanation as to the rationale/theology behind them. Some of these 
changes came months ago and some just recently. Here are the first four categories: 
 

1) Communion in the pews 
We changed from folks coming forward for communion and dipping the bread into a common cup to passing the bread and 
cup in the pews because 1) we have a larger than usual percentage of mobility issues in this congregation and 2) there is 
less possibility of sharing germs without a common cup.  We do not hold the smaller cups until all are served because this is 
difficult for some members.  Passing the elements in the pews continues the understanding of communion also being a sign 
of our unity in Christ as we share the bread and cup with those near us and the presiders are not the only one who may 
offer the elements to the community.  
 

2) Scripture lessons 
There is a wide variety of practices and preferences on how many of the lessons offered by the Revised Common 
Lectionary should be read in worship each week. How much scripture is read effects the length of the service as well as 
what else can be included in worship if a time allowance for worship is set.  Reading more scripture sometimes makes 
remembering the lessons read more difficult and usually means expecting the sermon, choir, special music, or other parts of 
worship like Minutes for Mission, Prayers, etc. to be shortened or eliminated.  
 
In our Reformed Tradition interpretation of the Word (sermons, reflections, etc.) are considered equally important as the 
reading of scripture which in not interpreted. 
 

3) Hymns 
Someone told me 19 months ago that Covenant was not a “singing congregation!”  I had never heard of such a thing! Most 
congregations sing in worship, but some smaller congregations may not always sound as loud as others. Another part of our 
Reformed Tradition (which began in the 16th century) is the gradual addition of more and more music as a part of worship, 
including congregational singing.  Our hymns have changed along with the culture. Words have changed to become more 
relevant to our understanding of theology and culture, as well as the music. I have introduced many new hymns to Covenant 
while trying to also include some old-time favorites so close to our hearts and the congregation has responded favorably.  
 

4) Offering 
Again, there are a wide variety of practices in churches today regarding what to do with the offering plates after the offering. 
Some feel the communion table should be reserved for communion elements only. Other items such as flowers, offering 
plates, or pictures of the deceased during memorials, could turn the communion table into an altar. Altars are seen as 
places where people leave gifts to God. The Lord’s table is seen as a place where God’s gifts to the people are revealed. 
On Maundy Thursday this year, for instance, we placed symbols of the events that took place in scripture, plate and cup; 
bottle of perfumed oil, and basin and towel. There is also the issue of safe guarding the offering collected. Our offering 
plates are taken to the locked church office as soon as they are collected, and the entire congregation dedicates our 
offerings with a prayer. 
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Serving Others 
 
Please take a moment to stop by the bulletin board in the hallway and volunteer for one of the many opportunities to serve 
our congregation.  Pages for 2019 are posted and need a few more volunteers at this time.  If you have questions about a 
specific job, please see the Committee Chair responsible for each task.  You may also contact the church office.   
 

Prayer Chain 
 
We have a Prayer Chain at Covenant!  The guidelines for our prayer chain are based on the word RESPECT:                                
R – responsibility for our own words, E – empathetic listening, S – sensitivity to another’s feelings, P – ponder our own 
words before speaking, E – examine our own assumptions before speaking, C – confidentiality, and T – trust.  If you would 

like to be a link in this chain or if you have a prayer chain request, please contact Ann Richardson or the church office.  As always, 
your requests are confidential. 
	
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) – Dave Dunford 

Did you know the church has an AED? Do you know where it is? Do you know how to use it? Many of us can probably answer yes 
to the first two questions, but no to the third one. Would you like to be certified in the use of the AED should the need arise for its 
use for one of our Covenant family or friends? Dave Dunford is looking into certification courses through the Red Cross and 
American Heart Association. Both organizations offer frequent combined online and classroom courses. If you are interested in 
certification or have any questions about AED training, please contact Dave.  

Secular Trivia – Dave Dunford (Answers on page 7) 
  
How many states are required to ratify an amendment to the U.S. Constitution? 

 A) 13   B) 17   C) 25   D) 34   E) 38   F) 50 
 

Book Club – Kathy Dunford 

 

Book Club will gather at the church on June 1st to discuss the book "Chocolat."  We will meet at 10:00 am and Kathy will 
provide treats.  Please note, this is a change from the plan we talked about at our last meeting. 
 

At our last meeting we decided, that beginning in the fall, we will change our format.  We will take turns, choosing a book and 
leading the discussion.  Several folks expressed their enthusiasm for this opportunity and at our June get-together, we will put 
together the line-up for the first few meetings in the fall. 
 

Monthly Riddle  (Answer on page 7) 
A doctor gives you three pills and tells you to take one every half hour. How long will the pills last? 
 

Celebrating Graduates 
 
High school and college graduates connected with Covenant Church will be celebrated in worship on June 9th. Any and all proud 
parents and grandparents are encouraged to let us know who in your church family is graduating. All graduates will be recognized 
and those who are active participants at Covenant will receive a small gift. Please email the pastor or write down on a slip of paper 
for the pastor: 1) your name, 2) the name of your graduate, 3) their relationship to you, and 4) the name of school they are 
graduating from. We need these names ASAP!!   
 
Christian Education Committee – Ann Richards 
 

 In June, Bible Study will need to meet on the 18th as some folks would have a conflict with the Mission Team meeting on 
the 11th.  So 3rd Tuesday in June, "I will be with you" Bible Study led by Ann Richards 10 a.m.  Horizons Bible Study will 
be the 18tth and we will finish the study that day with the last two chapters - 8 and 9. See you all then! 
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Sunday Adult Classes 
 
If you have not or have not recently attended the Adult Sunday Classes at Covenant, now would be a good time to join us!  The class 
meets at 9:15 and is over by 10:00 so that those who go to choir can be at their rehearsal on time.  We read and discuss the scriptures 
that are part of the service that week.  As we discuss what the scriptures are saying to us, we are also preparing ourselves for 
worship.  We would love to have YOU join us in our studies. 
 
Congregational Life Committee – Carol Broyles  

 
What fun we had on Mother's Day sharing Memories of Mom!  There were so many pictures of our beautiful, fun, 
hardworking, and utterly delightful moms.  Thank you to everyone who brought photos and mementos to share.  Some of 
you were lucky enough to be able to come with your mothers and that was fabulous too. 

 
Now you might ask, "What are we going to do to honor our fathers on Father's Day?"  If you would like to bring a memento and a 
memory of your dad, we will have a table out to share those with the congregation AND we are bringing back a favorite Covenant 
Father's Day Tradition!  Yes, it's back!  Alongside our normal Fellowship Time treats, we will be having Root Beer, Ice Cream, and 
fresh Oregon Strawberries!  You can combine these in any way you like to make floats and sundaes!!!   June 16 will be so special, 
as we share memories of our dads AND have special treats as well.  Don't miss out on the fun! 
 
Greeting Cards 
 
If you have shopped anywhere for a greeting card lately, you know that they have become VERY expensive.  Luckily, there is an 
alternative.  A faithful group of ladies at Snow Cap recycle greeting cards of all types.  They are only 50 cents.  You get a 
bargain!  The proceeds help Snow Cap do its good work.  It is, as they say, a WIN WIN.  If you look through the cards on the table in 
the narthex and see a card or cards you like, just leave your money in the can provided.  If you don't see what you would like, just 
talk to Carol Broyles and a special selection can be brought right to Covenant for YOU. 
 
Handmade with Love 

 
Handmade with Love will meet on the Fourth Thursday, May 23, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  Please join us as we 
knit, croquet and sew clothing and blankets for the Clothing Closet at SnowCap.  Individual projects and new ideas, at any 
skill level, are welcome!  Call Verneta Price for more information.   

 
Happy Anniversary! 

 
Gary and Sunny Stautz. 6/7, Moise and Marlyn Lumanglas 6/18, Teodoro and Linda Aguba 6/22,  
Jack and Marilyn Pitcher 6/23 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 
George Young 6/1, Carrol Harrison 6/3, Al Harrison 6/6, Janet Cantrell 6/16, Jack Pitcher 6/21, Adrian Lumanglas 6/21, 
Carol Broyles 6/25, Steve Zapp 6/29, Kathy Dunford 6/29, Jon Ray Ewing 6/30 

  
Birthday Club for June will be gathering on Friday, June 14, at 11:30.  Elaine Sinclair will be our hostess. Please let her know if you 
plan to attend, and she will fill you in on the details. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 

 
Join us on Saturday, June 15, at 8:30 a.m., at McCrae’s Country Café, 401 W. Powell, in Gresham.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend.  We hope you will come.  
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Mission Committee – Lily Young	
 
As summer approaches and schools recess, there will be children home alone. Many parents cannot afford childcare. When I was 
volunteering at Snow Cap parents would ask for peanut butter, cup of noodles and healthy snacks for their children that do not 
require cooking. Mission Committee would like your support for healthy snacks for Snow Cap during summer months. 
 

Pastor Nominating Committee – Kathy Dunford 
 
Your Pastor Nominating Committee recently met to look at the applications of those who are interested in being our next pastor.  
While it is a process that requires a great deal of time and attention to detail, we are confident that God is leading us into the future.  
We continue to ask for your prayers as we go through this time.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact any of the 
committee members:  Sunny Stautz, chair, Linda Ford, Steve Zapp and Kathy Dunford. 
 
Answers!  
 

Bible Trivia Answer:  A). Mount Olivet   Acts 1:9-12 
1:9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight…12 Then they 
returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 

 
Secular Trivia answer:  E) 38.  Technically three-fourths (3/4) or 37.5 of the states are required to ratify an amendment.  
 
Monthly riddle answer:  One hour.  Take 1st pill immediately at zero time, 2nd pill at 30 minutes, and 3rd pill at one hour. 
 
Session Report – Dave Dunford, Clerk of Session 
 

A stated meeting of session was held on May `19, 2019.  Present were Moderator, Pastor Barbara Campbell, elders Judy Babcock, 
Janet Cantrell, Dave Dunford, Ruben Lumanglas, Lily Young, and Gary Stautz.    
 
Membership:  Active members: 60, Baptized members /Youth: 12, and Other Participants: 3.  Worship attendance for April 2019 
averaged 48.5 worshippers. An increase of 5.1 worshippers from April 2018 average. 
 
The April 2019 Treasurer’s Report showed income of $12,569.95 and expenses of $9,654.71.   The one year Ten Minas CD 
investment with the Synod was renewed.  The final amount for One Great Hour of Sharing Offering was $2,154!   
 
Leases: Iglesia Apostolica Missonera de la Fe en Cristo Jesus (Missionary Apostolic Church of the Faith in Jesus Christ – FIJC or 
Faith Church for short) will begin worship on June 2nd.   
 
Snowcap: Session approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Snowcap to proceed with plans for Snowcap to build a 
clothing/meeting facility on the back lot.  Please see separate letter from Pastor Barbara for more information. 
 
Head Start: Covenant and Head Start have agreed to continue our lease for the 2019-20 school year.  Their last day of school this is 
year is June 7th.  They will begin again in September.  Have a wonderful summer vacation Head Start students, teachers, and staff. 
 
Linda Ford and Capi Reed have been elected commissioners to the June Presbytery Meeting on June 28-29, 2019 at First PC, 
Ashland. 
 
Gary Stautz is planning to have an energy audit done for the building to see where we can save expenses with more energy efficient 
methods and stuff i.e. light bulbs. 
 
The next scheduled session meeting will be on Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 12:00 p.m.  

 
Dates to note on your calendar: 

June: 1-2-Bienvenito Faith Church; 4- Ramadan ends; 6- Orthodox Ascension of the Lord; 8-10- Shavuot; 9- Session and Deacons 
meetings; 14- Flag Day; 16- Pentecost; 16- Father’s Day; 18- Bible study; 28-29- Presbytery meeting, First PC, Ashland. 
July: 4- Independence Day; 14- Session and Deacons meetings. 


