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REACHING OUT 
a monthly publication of 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
18630 SE Division Street, Gresham, OR 97030-5141 

503.665.5775 
Office hours:  Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.covpresbypdx.org 
 

Please join us on Sunday for 
Adult Church School at 9:15 a.m.   Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
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We’re happy to send “REACHING OUT” to all who wish to receive it by: 

a) a printed copy via U.S. Mail – send a note to the office; or b) an E-Mail edition – send your current e-mail address to covpresby@frontier.com
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September 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Communion  

 
Congregational 

Life – 11:45 

2 
Labor Day 

 

3 
Mission 

Committee 
10:00 a.m. 

4 
Headstart 

staff returns 

5 
 

6 7 
Book Club 
10:00 a.m. 

8 
Deacons 

- 9:00 a.m. 
 

10:30 Pastor 
Candidate 
Preaching 

 
Congregational 
Meeting 11:30  

 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13  
Birthday Club 

11:30 a.m. 
 

 

14 
Choir rehearsal 

10:00 - 11:30 
 

15 
Adult study 

resumes  - 9:15 
 

Choir 10:00 
 

Session 
- 11:30 p.m. 

 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 21 
Men’s Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. 
 

22 
Adult study  -

9:15 
 

Choir 10:00 
 

Nominating 
Committee 11:45 

23 
 

24 
Head start 
kids return 

25 
 

26 
Handmade 
with Love 

- 10:00 a.m. 

27 28 
Choir rehearsal 
10:00 – 11:30 

a.m. 
 

29 
Adult study  -                          

9:15 
 

Choir 10:00 
& in worship. 

 
Celebrate Pastor 

Barbara 11:45 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
begins at 
sundown 

 

30 
 

     

Events in bold have articles in this newsletter 
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Scripture for Sunday Worship 
 

September 1 
Jeremiah 2:4–13 
Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–
16 
Luke 14:1, 7–14 

September 8 
Jeremiah 18:1–11 
Philemon 1:1–21 
Luke 14:25–33 

September 15 
Jeremiah 4:11–12, 
22–28  
1 Timothy 1:12–17 
Luke 15:1–10 
 

September 22 
Jeremiah 8:18–9:1 
1 Timothy 2:1–7 
Luke 16:1–13 

September 29 
Isaiah 43:18-21 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Luke 5:36-38 
 

 
Bible Trivia - Answer on page 6 
 
Which church is NOT one of the seven churches John sent letters to about his Revelation?  

                   A) Galatia B) Philadelphia C) Ephesus D) Smyrna E) Pergamum F) Sardis G) Thyatira H) Laodicea.   	
	

Servers 
 September 1 September 8 September 15 September 22 September 29 

      

Liturgist  Kathy Dunford Carol Broyles Joyce Miller 
Sabrina Lett 

      

Usher(s)   
Leticia and 

Ruben 
Lumanglas 

Beverley 
Schaefbauer and 

Sabrina Lett 

 

      

Fellowship 
Host(s) 

First Sunday 
Fellowship Time 

Hosts 

Second Sunday 
Fellowship Time 

Hosts 

Third Sunday 
Fellowship Time 

Hosts 

Fourth Sunday 
Fellowship Time 

Hosts 

Fifth Sunday 
Fellowship 

Potluck 
      

Flower  
Provider(s) 

Ellie and Alan 
Lamb 

Julie and Steve 
Hankins 

Leticia and 
Ruben 

Lumanglas 
 

 

      
 
Dear Friends at Covenant, 
 
Where has the time gone?  It looks very much like I will be leaving Covenant in a few short weeks (October 1) and looking for 
another call as an interim pastor in another Portland area Presbyterian church. I welcome your prayers that I may live in hope, 
patience and peace in the days ahead. 
 
I am confident that your new pastor will find the same wonderful welcome I found at Covenant, but I can’t help wanting to offer a little 
last-minute advice while I still have the chance. I know you can be gentle, tolerant, and patient with your new pastor. I know you can 
face changes gracefully, even when they seem scary at first.  I know you can take huge risks when you need to. Just keep in mind 
that you and your new pastor both seek only to serve God and Christ’s Church to the best of your ability with your whole heart, mind, 
and body. Your new called pastor will not be able to walk on water. Your new pastor will be a mere human being, like us all, just 
trying to do their best. 
 
A minister is called a “pastor” because it is their job to be a good shepherd. (The word comes from the same root as “pasture.”) A 
good shepherd feels responsible for leading the flock to greener pastures for the nourishment they need and for protecting them 
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from any danger. A good shepherd carries a rod and staff (Psalm 23) to get the attention of certain sheep at times, for their own 
good, but also loves the sheep so much that they will carry any sheep or lamb who need help all the way back home.  (Cont) 
 
This wonderful metaphor goes only so far, unfortunately. Churches are full of people not sheep and though sheep tend to play 
“follow the other guy,” people usually have their own ideas. Pastors therefore need helpers as they care for a church and you know 
how to carry that role well.  Just keep on being as good to each other and your new pastor as you have been to me! (A few more 
short weeks before I have to say goodbye. . .) 
 
Grateful love to you all, 
Pastor Barbara  
 
Serving Others 

 
Please take a moment to stop by the bulletin board in the hallway and volunteer for one of the many opportunities to serve 
our congregation.  Pages for 2019 are posted and need a few more volunteers at this time.  If you have questions about a 
specific job, please see the Committee Chair responsible for each task.  You may also contact the church office.   
 

Prayer Chain 
 
We have a Prayer Chain at Covenant!  The guidelines for our prayer chain are based on the word RESPECT:                                
R – responsibility for our own words, E – empathetic listening, S – sensitivity to another’s feelings, P – ponder our own 
words before speaking, E – examine our own assumptions before speaking, C – confidentiality, and T – trust.  If you 

would like to be a link in this chain or if you have a prayer chain request, please contact Ann Richardson or the church office.  As 
always, your requests are confidential. 
 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) – Dave Dunford 
Did you know the church has an AED? Do you know where it is? Do you know how to use it? Many of us can probably answer yes 
to the first two questions, but no to the third one. Would you like to be certified in the use of the AED should the need arise for its use 
for one of our Covenant family or friends? Dave Dunford is looking into certification courses through the Red Cross and American 
Heart Association. Both organizations offer frequent combined online and classroom courses. If you are interested in certification or 
have any questions about AED training, please contact Dave.  
Secular Trivia – Answer on Page 6 

 
How many times does the Moon orbit the Earth in a calendar year?  
A) 10 B) 11 C) 12 D) 13 E) 14 F) 24  

 
Book Club – Kathy Dunford 
 
With the sun shining overhead and the temperatures still on the hot side, it's hard to believe it's already that time again.  But in fact, 
it is time for book club to begin again.  Our first meeting will be on Saturday, Sept. 7th at the church at 10 am.  This year we will have 
various members choosing the books, leading the discussions and providing treats.  The upcoming schedule includes: 
 
Month   Book   Author  Discussion Leader 
September  Beartown  Fredrick Backman  Julie H. 
October  The Taster  V. S. Alexander   Kathy D. 
November Ordinary Grace  William Kent Krueger Linda F. 
December Little Fires Everywhere Celeste Ng  Carol B 
 
New members are always welcome.  We generally meet at the church on the first Saturday of the month at 10 am. 
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Christian Education – Pastor Barbara Campbell 
 
For the time being, as Ann Richard’s broken ribs continue to heal, Sunday Lectionary Study leadership will be shared by those that 
attend. Folks are encouraged, if they have time, to read the passages ahead of time as printed in the newsletter and to come with 
any questions they'd like to ask others about the passages.  
 
Special once-a-month Tuesday morning bible studies probably won't begin again until after the first of the year (2020) when the new 
pastor has had some time to get feet on the ground this fall and has made it through Advent and Christmas. 
 
We are so grateful to Ann for the biblical exegesis and scholarship she has provided for Covenant for many years and hope she will 
continue to attend (and perhaps lead when she feels up to it) and share her breadth of knowledge and spirit-filled interpretations in 
any of our studies. 
 
Congregational Life – Carol Broyles 
 
Hellos and Goodbyes.  Happiness and Sadness.  Life is full of both, and life here at Covenant is no different.  On September 1, 
right after the service, the Congregational Life committee will be meeting to plan for what will be a very, very busy Fall season.  If 
you can attend, it will be much appreciated.  If not, contact Carol and find out how you can help, when: 
 
On September 8 we will be hosting a special Fellowship Time following the service and the Congregational Meeting to vote on our 
newly called pastor.  Hurrah!  A wonderful Hello! 
 
On September 29 we will be hosting a reception on the last Sunday of Barbara Campbell's time with us.  Barbara's capable 
leadership has brought us through the two years of transition between called pastors.  During this time, when we might have 
expected loss, we have instead both grown and thrived!  Ahh, a sad Goodbye. 
 
On October 6, another big Hello as our new pastor officially leads worship for the first time on World Wide Communion Sunday, and 
later in October a fun event that will let our new pastor get to know us, as we get to know him or her. 
 
All of this is in addition to our normal Fall events!  Wow!  Life is full of adventure and your Congregational Life committee is there to 
lead the celebrations.  We hope to see you there.     
 
Happy Anniversary! 

 
Ellie and Alan Lamb 9/2, Lynnette and Brett Udenby 9/8, Kathy and Dave Dunford 9/10  
 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 
Marsha Ehlers 9/15, Annette Ewing 9/18, Ann Richards 9/22 

  
Birthday Club will meet on Friday, September 13, 11:30 a.m. at Elmer’s Restaurant, 1933 NE 181st.  Please call hostess Betty 
Hansen if you are not able to attend. 
 

Handmade With Love 
 
Time to get back to work on your project for SnowCap.  All are welcome to join the group on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 a.m.  Knitters, crocheters, sewers or whatever you make are welcome.  See you September 26 in the 

Fireside Room.  Any questions about the group, call Verneta Price. 
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Lost and Found 
#1 Video Tape Left at Church!  A Video Tape on "The Merry Widow" was left in the Fireside Room on July 21. If you have information 
on who this belongs to or was borrowing it, please let Pastor Barbara know or pick up in the office. 
#2 Shepherds Abiding by Jan Karon is also waiting for its owner in the office. It says Property of Summerplace Library inside the 
front cover. 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

Join us on Saturday, September 21, at 8:30 a.m., at McCrae’s Country Café, 401 W. Powell, in Gresham.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  We hope you will come.  
 
Monthly Riddle – Answer below 
 
How many bricks does it take to complete a brick building?  

 
Pastor Nominating Committee – Kathy Dunford 
Your prayers have been answered!  On September 8th Covenant will hold a congregational meeting to approve the selection and 
terms of call for our new pastor.  (Please see another newsletter article with a bio about him.)  If all goes well, we are hoping to have 
him on board on October 1st.  We have felt privileged to serve on the Pastor Nominating Committee and have many qualified 
candidates apply for our position.  Again, thank you for your prayers and support.  Kathy Dunford, on behalf of the PNC:  Sunny 
Stautz, Linda Ford and Steve Zapp 
 
The Reverend Joshua Dunham 
 
Joshua Dunham is excited to be nominated as the next pastor for Covenant Presbyterian Church. His faith is strongly rooted in the 
grace-filled love of God as exemplified in Jesus Christ. His calling to ministry is rooted in his background; a native Oregonian, a Gen 
X-er and/or Millennial,i raised Presbyterian, and the child of a Baptist and a Unitarian. He knows that ministry on the west coast and 
ministry in the modern era, takes something different. He received an International Baccalaureate diploma from Lincoln High School, 
a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities from the Dominican University of California, and a Master of Divinity from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. While at San Francisco Theological Seminary he received the Kneeland Prize for Preachingii. After 
graduating from seminary, Joshua returned to Oregon, first serving as the non-ordained youth worker at Milwaukie Presbyterian 
Church. He then joined Moreland Presbyterian Church where he served as a non-ordained youth worker again but then was called 
as the Associate Pastor. While at Moreland Presbyterian Church, Joshua completed his ordination requirements, which included a 
congregational-based Clinical Pastoral Education Program at Legacy Emmanuel Hospital. He has served the Presbytery of the 
Cascades as a member of the Commission on Ministry, member of the Outdoor Ministries Team, chair of the Youth Team, and most 
recently the co-chair of the New Ministries Team. Two recent continuing education opportunities have further shaped his ministry; Art 
of Hosting’s “Transforming the Way We Gather and Lead” and NEXT Church’s “Community Organizing and Congregational 
Leadership.” He loves spending time with his wife Anna and daughter Clara, rooting for the Portland Thorns and Timbers, playing 
board games with his friends, and enjoying Oregon’s amazing natural beautyiii. 
 
i Depends on which blog post you read, he's either a Millennial or a Gen X-er. He likes to think he's both. 
ii Only awarded to one graduate per year. 
iii Especially the Metolius River. 
 

Answers!  
 
Bible Trivia Answer:  A) Galatia.  Revelation 2:1-3:22  
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Secular Trivia Answer:   D) About 13 times. Once every 28 days.  
 
Monthly Riddle Answer:  One. The last brick completes the building regardless of size. 
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Calling All Volunteers! 
  
If you have ever been interested in helping your community and neighbors through volunteering, now is the 
perfect time. 
  

Here is a list of the volunteer spots at SnowCap that could use some more help:  
  

• Monday Clothing Associate (9:30am to 2pm) 
• Tuesday Pantry Volunteer (9:45am to 2:15pm) 
• Wednesday or Thursday Driver (8am to Noon) 
• Monday or Friday Donation Intake Volunteer (9am to 3pm)   

SnowCap is also seeking out a few more folks to join our 1st Monday evening pantry crew, from 6pm to 8pm!  This once-per-month 
evening opportunity is perfect for someone who wants to volunteer, but doesn’t have the ability to commit to a daytime schedule.  
  
For these, or other current volunteer openings, please contact nate@snowcap.org.  
 
Just a Note 
 
On behalf of all of us at SnowCap, I want to say THANK YOU! The incredible commitment to mission and to all of the neighbors 
SnowCap serves is both inspirational and humbling. We are excited to embark on the building project that Covenant and the 
Presbytery of the Cascades has made possible. The opportunity to have a space where SnowCap can offer clients more clothing, 
have a place for community, meals and classes as well as volunteer projects is such a blessing. Thank you for being open to 
possibility, your kindness and love for our neighbors. We are grateful for the leadership of Pastor Barbara and your Session and look 
forward to working beside your new pastor. Your continued prayers are needed and appreciated! 
  
Kirsten Wageman 
Executive Director 
503.405.4293 
www.snowcap.org 
 
Session Report – Dave Dunford, Clerk of Session 

A Stated meeting of Session convened on August 11, 2019. Present were Pastor Barbara Campbell, moderator and elders Judy 
Babcock, Carol Broyles, Janet Cantrell, Dave Dunford, Ruben Lumanglas, and Lily Young  
Membership: Active members: 64, Baptized members /Youth: 14, and Other Participants: 3.  
We welcomed back our prodigal sister, Tylene Langslet and renewed her membership. We also welcomed as an active member 
Joyce Miller by re-affirmation of faith. She is pleased that now she will have an asterisk next to her name in the directory.  
The PNC presented to session their nomination, the Reverend Joshua Dunham. A special congregational meeting is scheduled for 
September 8, 2019 to present Pastor Joshua and vote to accept the call. The anticipated start date for Pastor Joshua is October 1, 
2019. See the PNC and other reports in this newsletter for more information about Josh. The Covenant Agreement with Pastor 
Barbara was extended to facilitate the transition of pastors.  
The July Treasurer’s Report showed income of $12,132.43and expenses of $9,727. For the YTD we are still in the black (good in 
the financial world). Thanks to unbudgeted rental income and unused funds from our pastor search, session discussed several ideas 
where the money could best be put to use. One item of high priority discussed was the need for hiring a secretary once Pastor Josh 
begins  
(Cont) 
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Leases:  
Head Start staff will return to Covenant on September 4, and classes will begin on September 24. 
FIJC: We have added church and pastor information to both sides of the church sign. They have also expressed interest in 
contributing to Snowcap and the Launch boxes. A calendar for FIJC events is in the narthex adjacent to the mailboxes.  
Special Congregational Meeting:  Sunday, September 8, 2019.  
The business of the meeting is to approve the call and Terms-of-Call for Reverend Joshua Dunham as our new pastor. Pastor Josh’s 
planned first day at Covenant is October 1st. Pastor Josh will preach at the worship service on September 8, though Pastor Barbara 
will still lead the service. The date of his installation is TBD.  
Good luck and have fun to teachers and students as school begins and the weather begins to cool.  
The next scheduled session meeting will be on Sunday, September 15, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting was moved to the third 
Sunday in September due to the Congregation meeting on the 8th.  

Dates to note on your calendar: 
September: 2 (Mon)- Labor Day; 8- Deacon’s meeting; 8- Special Congregational Meeting; 15- Session; 24 – Head Start begins; 29- 
Rosh Hashanah begins; 29- Reception for Pastor Barbara; 30 (Mon)- Pastor Barbara’s last day;  

October: 1 (Tue)- Pastor Josh’s first day; 6- Peace and Global Witness Offering; 13- Session and Deacon’s meetings; TBD- Josh 
installation/reception.  
 


